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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) E] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) im Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20071030 



Application/Control Number: 10/627,800 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2621 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-1 3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claimi, 4-5 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Tsukatani et al (patent No. US 5,778,257). 

Regarding claimi , Tsukatani et al (hereinafter Tsukatani) anticipates method for 
determining the format of an optical recording medium comprising one or more 
sessions, each session comprising a table of contents and one or more tracks, the 
method comprising the steps of: reading the table of contents of a first session of the 
recording medium (see columns line 47-51); checking whether more than one track is 
present in the first session and/or whether at least one track is indicated as being an 
audio track in the table of contents (see column5 line 51-59); and determining the 
format of the recoi^ding medium to be audio if at least one of the checking steps yields a 
positive result, and determining the format to be data else (see column5 line 51-59). 
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Regarding claim4, Tsul^atani anticipates method according to claimi, wherein the 
checl^ing steps are based on data in the table of contents, which must not be altered to 
ensure compatibility with standard audio format players (see columns line 51-59). 

Regarding claim5, Tsukatani anticipates method according to claim4, wherein the 
data in the table of contents used for the checking steps comprises address data and 
pointer data (see columns rme51-59, ADR and POINT). 

Regarding claimi 1 , Tsukatani anticipates disc format determination module (4) 
for determining the format of an optical recording medium comprising a table of contents 
and one or more tracks, wherein it performs a method according to any of claims 1-10 
(see figure 1 and 2). 

Regarding claimi 2, Tsukatani anticipates disc format determination module 
according to claim 1 1, wherein it is interposed in the communication between an optical 
reading unit and a servo controller module (see figurel element 36 and 40). 

Regarding claimi 3, Tsukatani anticipates apparatus for reading from and/or 
writing to optical recording media, that wherein it performs a method according to any of 
claims 1-10 and/or comprises a disc format determination module according to any of 
claims 11-12 for determining the format of an inserted recording medium (see figurel). 
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Regarding claim9, Tsukatani anticipates method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of adapting data in the table of contents to values corresponding to 
the determined format of the recording medium (see figure4 s3-s4). 

Regarding claim 10, Tsukatani anticipates method according to claim 9, wherein 
the data adapted to values corresponding to the determined format of the recording 
medium comprise control bits and/or address data (see columns line51-59, CONTROL 
and ADR). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsukatani 
et al (Patent No. US 5,778,257). 

Regarding claimS, see the teaching of Tsukatani et al (hereinafter Tsukatani) 
above. Tsukatani does not teach suppressing sessions other than the first session in 
case the format of the recording medium (1 ) is determined to be audio. However, it 
would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to suppress sessions other than the first session in case the format 
of the recording medium (1) is determined to be audio. Therefore official Notice is taken. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to suppressing sessions other than audio session in Tsukatani method 
because it would eliminate reading of undesired (empty) sessions. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim2-3 and 6-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Girumsew Wendmagegn whose telephone number is 
571-270-1 118. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Girumsew Wendmagegn 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 




